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On-Premises or Off-Premises Consumption

Tennessee Code Annotated
Reference Number: CTAS-344
Reference Number: CTAS-344

A business may sell beer for both on-premises and off-premises consumption under the same permit. T.C.A. § 57-
5-103(a)(5). However, a permit is not valid for on-premises consumption unless the application so states. T.C.A.

§ 67-5-105(a)(5). If a permit holder for either off-premises or on-premises consumption wishes to change the
method of sale, the permit holder must apply for a new permit. T.C.A, § 57-5-105(c)(8).

Class A counties which have adopted distance rules cannot draw a distinction between on-premises consumption
of beer as opposed to off-premises consumption in the calculation of the minimum footage requirements. Attorney
General Opinions U93-74 (6/17/93) and 01 157 (10/25/01). However, cities and Class B (metropolitan
government) counties may set different requirements for businesses selling beer for on-premises consumption
versus those selling for off-premises consumption. See Attorney General Opinion 02-092 (8/28/02).
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